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Account of the Assassination of Henry the Third, of 
France. 


[From a Manuscript in the Possession of the Right Hons W. Cos 
nyngham. } 


AMES CLEMENT, a dominican or jacobin friar, came 
from Paris to the king’s camp. Having a kind of passport 
through the army, signed by the count de Brinne, then a pri- 
soner in the city, and a letter that appeared to be written to the 
king from the president, Harlai, he was allowed, after being 
stopped at one of the out-posts, to hold his course to St. Cloud. 
The king’s procurator general, Le Guesle, took the charge of 
him, and finding it inconvenient to present him to the king 
that night, he lodged him in his own apartment. This oppor- 
tunity of examining him more narrowly, and bringing his pre- 
tended message to the king under suspicion, was either not pro- 
perly used, or did not avail to detect him. Clement’s habit, his 
composure, his look, and speech, neither expressive of wit nor 
guilt, seemed to excuse any jealous inquiry about his commis- 
sion and errand. He supped at Le Guesle’s, produced a long 
knife at table, and when gone to his repose was soon observed 
by the servants to be laid in a profound sleep. Next morning, 
es Henry himself had appointed, La Guesle condueted Clement 
to the king’s lodging ; after waiting a little, Henry came un- 
dressed, and without his buff-doublet, from his bed-chamber 
into his closet. He was introduced. Having reccived the let- 
ters from La Guesle’s hand, and, beginning to peruse them at- 
tentively, the king desired Clement to draw near his chair. The 
friar observing Henry’s eye fixed on the papers, instantly drew 
forth his knife, and plunged the whole blade into the lett side of 
Vol. 46, $F his 
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his belly. Starting up with pain, and crying out “ the wretch 
has killed me !” the king pulled out the knife that stuck in his 
body, and dashed it against the assassin’s forehead. La Guesle, 
almost demented with what be said, drew his sword, and run the 
detestible parricide through the body, and in a few moments, 
from the vehement rage of the officers who entered at the noise, 
many other stabs being given to it, the carcase was tossed from 
the window into the court-yard, where it was put on a hurdle, 
and torn asunder by horses. 

The conjectures about the instigation of Clement to this exe- 
erable action were various. Some belicved it to be altogether 
the effect of a frantic enthusiasm, into which he had been gra- 
dually wrought, by the outrageous harangues of the preachers 
against Henry. Others affirmed, that one of his age, which 
was only twenty-two, could not have been impelled to the sacri- 
fice of his life, by undertaking such a deed, without his imagi- 
nation being practised upon by the artifices of his fraternity in 
the cloister, and the concurrence of some of the Parisian coun- 
cil of devotees, to mature the contrivance, and direct the execu- 
tion of the horrid design. But, whilst this sudden slaughter 
prevented scrutiny that might have been made, and his too 
easy admission upon letters, either forged or fraudulently ob- 
tained, appeared strange and inexplicable; the king’s dange- 
rous situation drew the dismal attention of all his officers and 
attendants. A wide and deep wound, through which part of 
the guts appeared, and the distressful pain he felt, struck all 
around him with terror of the consequences. A formal report, 
but not adirect judgment of his case, being delivered to his 
physicians and his surgeons, it was agreed that the apprehen- 
sions entertained of his danger should be concealed ; and lest 
the rumours of it flying abroad might be improved, to the pre- 
Jjudice of the royal interest, dispatches were transmitted to the 
provincial governors, certifying the hopes of his speedy reco- 
very. 

Having passed the day without unfavourable symptoms; and 
being vistted by the king of Navarre, whose unaffected condo- 
lence expressed the cordial emotions felt by him, he was left to 
the repose of night, where quickly the most alarming alteratiou 
ensued. His chief nobility and officers being now called in, 
and told by him, that the hour of his death was near, he ex- 
erted all the voice and spirit he had, in conjuring them, to union 
among themselves, and to the support of the declining mo- 
narchy. He declared Henry, king of Navarre, to be the only 
true and legitimate heir of the crown, and he requiged them at 
his death, as they respected the royal dignity, to swear fealty 
and allegiance to him, as the lawful successor to it. They are 
said to have bended their knees, iu testimony of their assentand 
compliance with his last request. He then called for the ad- 
ministration 
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ministration of the sacred viaticum; and requested absolution 
to be given him by his confessor; which, upon a declaration of 
his faith, and submission to the pope, he obtained; his last 
breath followed, when the king of Navarre, early in the morn- 
ing, presented himself again in the apartment where he lay. 





_ 


DESTRUCTION of BIRDS’ NESTs. 


To tne Epiror. 

Sir, 
Have somewhere met with a remark, that the man who shows 
how to make two blades of grass spring up where only one 
grew before, renders more essential service to society than the 
ablest politician that ever graced a cabinet. This, however, is 
only true ina limited sense ; for in vain would human skill and 
industry bring out of the lap of earth her richest gifts, if the 
wisdom and virtue of govermment were not exerted in se- 
curing to every individual the fair fruits of his ingenuity and 

labour. 

But my present remarks are not directed to the increase, 
but the preservation of the fruits of the earth, and by means 
which will have the happy effect at the same time of nipping 
in the bud some of the vicious propensities of youth. 

Those who have not reflected much on the subject, would 
hardly conceive the extent of the mischiefs arising from the 
destruction of birds’ nests. Our gardens and our corn-ficlds 
are thereby left a prey to caterpillars and myriads of insects, 
which would otherwise be devoured by the little birds that fall 
victims to boyish cruelty. 

ft is curious to observe how many species of thosc little birds 
there are with soft bills, so that they must live wholly on cater- 
pillars and other insects, in consequence of their being unable 
to pick up grain, or any hard substance. Even sparrows, and 
all the hard billed birds, prefer insects, if they can get thei, to 
any other sort of food, and carry them as luxuries to their 
young. I have often observed with astonishment the in- 
stinctive care of the parent bird, and the almost incredible 
quickness with which it picked up insects of various kinds, to 
be carried one after another to its nest. 

Can it then be a matter of surprise that we hear such fre- 
quent complaints of our fruits, our vegetables, our corn, being 
materially injured by insects and caterpillars? when we not 
only permit, but encourage our children to destroy the best 
guardians of vegetation—the little birds that would devour all 


those noxious insects ! 
Much as [ admire the labours of the agricultural socictics, 
and the merit of the individuals that compose it, Lam cone 
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vinced, from my own experience and observation, that an ef. 
fectual corrective of the above wanton and wicked practice 
would prove of greater benefit in gardening and husbandry, 
than the most valuable improvement in either, that has been 
of late years suggested. 

Let us now consider what effect the amusement of birds’-nesting, 
as it is called, has upon the mind and feelings of the boy. An 
habitual indifference to the destruction and tortures of the fea- 
thered race renders him by degrees callous to the sufferings of 
his fellow-creatures. ‘The boy that cruelly robs a nest, and 
seizes upon the eggs or the unfledged young, while the parent 
bird is fluttering round in disregarded anguish, may grow up to 
commit other robberies and other murders with as little com- 
punction, 

[ have been in a situation which afforded me frequent op- 

ortunities of marking the very natural progress of some such 
fads from birds’-nesting to transportation or the gallows. I do 
not stop to mention how much game they destroy by discover- 
ing the nests of partridges and pheasants ; [ merely trace them 
in their course, getting into gentlemen’s pleasure grounds and 
parks, marking the places where game is to be found, com- 
municating the information to poachers, and thus by degrees 
growing up to be poachers themselves, till they are transported 
for deer-stealing, or hanged for some other violation of the 
laws of their country. . 

Whether then we consider the great injary which agricul- 
ture sustains by the destruction of those little birds, the ex- 
tension of the mischiet to the most valuable sorts of game, or 
the influence of such a habit on the minds of youth, we can- 
not easily conceive a more pernicious practice, or one that calls 
more loudly for judicious and salutary correction, 

[ hope these hints will make some impression on the thinking 
part of society ; and that parents will no longer be weak 
enough to indulge their children in sports, however s¢ cmingly 
trifling, that are of so pernicious a tendency. 

Your's, &e. 


AGRICOLA. 





Life of Captain Sir Frederick Thesiger, Aid-du-Camp to the 
~ late Vice-Admiral Lord Viscount Nelson, onthe Atiack of 
the Line of Defence before Copenhagen, by which the Nor- 
thern Confederacy, to check the naval Superiorily of Great 


Britain, was completely broken. 


{ NAPTAIN Sir Frederick Thesiger, late agent for prisoners 
of war at Portsmouth, was an ofticer who was fortunate 
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enough to experience frequent opportunities of signalizing him- 
self, as well in the service of his own country as in that of the 
reat Catherine, empress of all the Russias. He was present 
at eighteen different engagements, in all of which he distin- 
ouished himself by his cool intrepidity, added to great nautical 
skill ; and was fortunate enough to escape through the whole 
of them without sustaining any other injury than a few 
scratches and bruises, occasioned by the stroke of splinters. 

His first entrance into a maritime life, was in the service of 
the honourable East India company ; but after making two or 
three voyages, finding his genius ill adapted to commerce, and 
encouraged by the hope of displaying his genius and gallantry, 
England being then at war with France, in consequence of the 
assistance afforded by her to the American states, he prefer- 
red the more active employment of an officer in the royal 
navy, and accordingly entered into the service of his country 
under that gallant officer Sir Samuel Marshall. Under that 
gentleman he served during a period of some years, and was 
always distinguished as one of his most active midshipmen, in- 
somuch that he was most particularly noticed when on board ; 
and when on shore always found a warm reception at his 
house—a friendship and attachment which ceased not but with 
the life of his protector aud patron. When Sir George, after- 
wards Lord Rodney, took upon himself, tor the last time, the 
command of the fiect in the West Lndies, Mr. Thesiger was 
appointed acting lieutenant on board the Formidable, and ou 
the memorable 12th of April was recommended by Sir Charles 
Douglas to that admiral, as being a most correct repeater of 
signals. He was in consequence appointed his aid-du-camp, 
and after being stationed near his person during the whole of 
the action, was one of the first officers sent to take possession 
of the Ville de Paris, when she had struck to the British flag, 
Fortunately for him, a brother officer, preferred returning to 
England to continuing on the West India station ; he therefore 
solicited and obtained permission to exchange with him, in con- 
sequence of which he was rescued from the melancholy fate 
that befel so many brave persons who perished on board the 
Ville de Paris, herself and the other prizes, on the melancholy 
event of their foundering, when on their passage to Europe, 
from the West Indies. Mr. Thesiger went with his friend Sir 
Charles Douglas to America, on which station he was invested 
with the chict command, and after remaining some time there, 
returned to England. 

Great Britain, however, being at peace with all the world 
at that period, another field of honour and glory opened to lus 
view, and presented a fair prospect of obtaining renown, 
The war between the Russians and Swedes was then at its 
height, and cach power was anxious to obtain naval celebrity, 
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They encouraged therefore to their respective standards, off. 
cers who had distinguished themselves in the British navy, and 
held out, throug! their ambassadors, inducements for them to 
join the adverse fleet. This exchange of temporary service 
being permitted by the British admiralty, our gallant country- 
man Sir Sidney Smith entered into the service of Sweden, 
when, at the same period, the subject of this short memoir 
entered into that of Russia’ and in the opponent fleets each 
of them had opportunities of displaying their native valour 
and skill.. Mr. Phesiger was most strongly recommended, by 
his firm friend Lord Rodney, to the Russian ambassador ; who 
from the manner in which he was mentioned in the annexed 
copy of the letter which the noble admiral wrote to him, pro- 
mised him the command of a 74 gun-ship immediately on his 
arrival in Russia, and directly paid him, in advance, a liberal 
allowance for his travelling expences, requesting at the same 
time, that he would take the most expeditious method of pass- 
ing to Cronstadt, where a fleet was preparing for. sea, in order 
to attack the Swedes. 
“ London, 30ih April, 1789. 

** Your excellency will pardon me for troubling you ; but 
as it is at the request of a very gallant officer, Captain Thesi- 
ger, who has remarkably done his duty to his king and’ coun- 
try, and was one of my aids-du-camps on the memorable day 
of the 12th April, 1782, and is now anxious to offer his services 
to her im serial majesty of all the Russias. I beg leave to re- 
pte him to your excellency’s protection, and to assure 
you that P look upon him in the light of an excellent and gal- 
Jant officer ; and [I am convinced that he will do honour to 
any command that may be conferred upon him. I beg leave 
to assure your excellency, that I have the honour to be, with 
the highest respect, your excellency’s most obedient and most 
humble servant, 


(Signed) « RODNEY.” 


He was fortunate enough to arrive at’ Cronstadt when the 
fleet was upon the peint of sailing, and having joined the ship 
that he had been appointed to, and was ready for him, pro- 
ceeded to sea in search of the Swedish squadron. During the 
cruize the Russians were fortunate enough to come up with their 
enemy, and a desperate engagement ensued, in which the flect 
of Catherine proved triumphant; for the Swedish admiral on 
board the Gustavus struck his colours to Captain Thesiger. 
The command of the prize was afterwards conferred upon him, 
and when the fleet returned into port to refit, the empress of 
Kiussia complimented those officers who had most distin- 
guished themselves, by bestowing on them titles, orders, Xe. 


6 On 
























ards, off. 
1aVY, and 
pr thein to 
'Y service 
country. 

Sweden, 
¢ memoir 
ets each 
€ valour 
nded, by 
or; who 
annexed 
im, pro- 
y on his 
a liberal 
he same 
of pass. 
Nn order 


789. 


a; but 
Thesi- 
coun- 
le day 
rvices 
to re- 
issure 
1 gal- 
ur to 
leave 
with 
most 


the 
ship 
wWo- 
the 
1eir 
ect 
on 
er. 
m, 
of 
in- 














THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. SAT 


Qn Captain Thesiger she conferred the order of merit, the en- 
sign of which is a gold sword with Russian characters engraved 
upon it, descriptive of gallantry. In the following year the 
hostile fleets again met, and when the Russians bore down to 
attack the Swedes, the latter made sail, after a short resistance, 
for the purpose of taking shelter between the island of Bour- 
holm and the main land, the entrance to which channel was 
defended by shoals and formidable batteries. As the Russians 
could not follow them, the outlet was ordered to be defended by 
six ships of the line, five of which were commanded by Eng- 
lishmen. 

After being blockaded fot some days in that situation, and 
fearing the want of provisions, or that the Russians might send 
in fire-ships, and endeavour to destroy them, they determined 
to make a bold push and attempt to force a passage through the 
opposing squadron; watching therefore a favourable opportu- 
nity when the remainder of the Russians were far to leeward, 
they got under weigh, and in endeavouring to pass the blocka- 
ding squadron a dreadful conflict ensued. In the course of it 
some of the Swedes were captured, and many driven upon the 
rocks, where they were wrecked, while the remainder escaped 
to one of their nearest ports, bat in so shattered a condition that 
apeace was the result of this splendid victory. The Russians 
suffered very considerably, as may be supposed, and after the 
action, one of their ships of the line sunk. The carnage was 
dreadful on both sides, and out of the five English captains that 
commanded in the action, Captain Thesiger was the only one 
that survived. On account of his services, valour, and skill, 
displayed on that memorable day, the great Catherine con- 
ferred upon him the order of St. George, accompanied by 
a letter in her own hand writing, of which the following is a 
copy. 

To the Captain of our Fleet ( Thesiger.) 

“ Your zealous service, ability, and valour, displayed during 
the action of the 22d of June, against the ficet of the line and 
the galleys of Sweden, where you bravely opposed the enemy, 
advancing in superior force, and animating and encouraging 
your subordinates by your own meritorious example, contri- 
buted tothe brilliancy of the victory obtained over the enemy, 
which renders you worthy of bearing our military order of 
St. George the martyr and conqueror, according to its statutes. 
We therefore most graciously bestow upon you the order of the 
fourth class, and sending herewith its ensigns, authorise vou to 
put them on, and to wear them in the lawful manner. We are 
besides persuaded, that you having received this encourage- 
ment, 
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ment, will still persevere in the continuance of your zeal to de 
serve our imperial fayour. 
(Signed) “ CATHERINE, 
* Given under our hand at Sarsko Zello, on 
the 8th day of July, O. S. 1790, Peter 


= m 7 . ” 
xavodoosk “Y. 


It is a curious coincidence, that our gallant countryman Sir 
Sidney Smith, who was then in the service of the king of Swe. 
den, was at the same time rewarded by that monarch with one 
of his orders of knighthood, in glorious reward for his very 
skilful manoeuvre in retreating with the gailey fleet, by which 
he prevented his majesty being taken prisoner. 

When the Russian fleet was sent to Great Britain, for the pur. 

pose of co-operating with the British fleet, under Admiral Lord 
Duncan, Sir Frederick Thesiger was one of the captains se- 
lected for that service, and remained in this country ’till the re. 
turn of the fleet to Russia; but upon the death of the great 
Catherine, the service became irksome and disagreeable to him, 
owing to the capricious and puerile orders given, and the regu- 
lations introduced into the navy by Paul. He therefore, 
through the medium of his friends in England, commenced a 
negociation with the first lord of the adiniralty, to return into 
the immediate service of his country, upon a promise of being 
promoted by degrees to a similar rank to that which he held un- 
der tue Emperor Paul. He accordingly sent in his resignation 
to the Russian admiralty, and solicited for a passport to return 
to England; but Paul being anxious to retain him in_ his ser- 
vice, made every effort to induce bis continuance in Russia, 
promising immediately to make him an admiral, together with 
other brilliant offers. But all these promises were of no avail, 
as he wished to have an opportunity of distinguishing himself 
in the service of his own country, and therefore remained firm 
in his determination to return to Great Britain—d resolution 
which so irritated the autocrat, that he detained him at St. Pe- 
tersburgh, out of employment and pay, upwards of twelve 
months, before he permitted him to receive his passport. This 
he had no sooner obtained, than he joyfully quitted a service he 
loatned tor one that his heart panted after. He left the Rus- 
sian dominions without having received any of his prize-mo- 
ney, or the pecuniary rewards attached to his services, and came 
away with merely the orders, the only ostensible proofs that he 
had merited and obtained such marks of favour from the Em- 
press Catherine. 

He fortunately arrived in this country at a moment when 
he could be of service to it, for it was just at the time when the 
northern confederacy began to be formed ; and Earl Spencer, 
9 then 
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then at the head of the admiralty, frequently held conferences 
with him, for the purpose of gaining every information as to 
the strength of the Russian navy, the navigation of the Baltic, 
and other matters which his penetration had pointed out to his 
observation during his residence in the northern ports: Upon 
its being finally determined by this country to attack and to 
endeavour to break the chain of the northern league, formed 
for the attempt of subverting the naval superiority, marine pre- 

onderance, and commercial greatness of Britain, Lord Spen- 
cer, with that promptitude and discernment which ever marked 
his naval administration, fixed upon Sir Frederick Thesiger, as 
a proper person to act in a conspicuous situation on board the 
fleet which was preparing to effect this great national purpose. 
He, therefore, immediately sent for him from on beard the 
Excellent, where he was acting merely as lieutenant, and after 
promoting him to the rank of commander, in the most flatter- 
ing manner introduced him as such, to Admiral Sir Hyde Par- 
ker, and to Lord Nelson. 

To the gallant and ever-to-be lamented lord, just mentioned, 
he acted as aid-de-camp, on the memorable attack on the line 
of defence before Copenhagen, and was the ofticer who volun- 
teered, during the tremendous fire from the crown battery, to 
proceed with the flag of truce to the prince royal of Den- 
mark, a measure which produced a cessation of firing, and led 
toatruce. In this act, the undaunted bravery and foresight 
of Captain Thesiger, shone most conspicuously ; and entering 
fully into the feelings and plans of his noble chief and com- 
mander, and seeing how necessary it was to reach the shore 
with as little delay as possible, in preference to going a circuit 
ous rout, that would have taken up the best part of an hour, and 
in pursuing which he would have been out of the line of the 
Danish fire, he dashed directly forward, and encouraged his 
men to persevere through the cloud of smoke and the heavy 
fire which prevailed, (the flag of truce not being seem or re- 
spected) and landed without injury to himself, or any of his 
boat’s crew, safe at Copenhagen. ‘The crown prince imme~ 
diately acquiescing to the terms proposed, sent off directly 
with Sir Frederick Thesiger, a flag in return, and instantly dis- 
patched orders for the firing to cease in every direction. As 
many of the batteries, however, were at a considerable distance 
fron the capital, Captain Thesiger had got half way back to 
the British tleet, ere the orders could be thoroughly attended 
to; and before he joined his ship, the two flag ships had 
grounded, circumstances which evince the merit he possessed 
in braving all danger to reach the shore in the quickest possi- 
ble manner: for had he proceeded by the circuitous and. safe 
way, the situation of the British ships might have beea per- 
ceived, ere he had landed with the flag of truce, aad the conse- 

Vol. 46. $ G quences 











35% THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


quenees might have been incalewable. Sir Frederick Thesiger 
therefore deserves his meed of praise and gratitude from his 
country, for having so fully performed his duty on that never. 
to-be forgotten day, and ter so nobly seconding the views of 
the hero that achieved the great victory. And may not one 
leaf, from the Jaurelied wreath that adorned the brows of the 
great chief, be spared to mix with the cypress o’er the tomb 
ef his valiant aid-de-camp !!! 

As soon as circumstances permitted, after the trace took 
pluce,.the British flect proceeded up the Baltre; but before is 
reached Revel, the death of the Emperor Paul caused a nego- 
ciation to be entered into, whick was followed by a pacification, 
When the English fleet approached Revel, and there were not 
pilots sufficient to carry the sittps mm with safety, owing to the 
flags or marks pointing out the chanel being all removed, Cap- 
tain Thesiger wus requested, frond his intinvacy with: the navik 
gation, to take charge of Admiral Graves’s ship, which request 
he complic d with, and led the divisiom tik the squadron an- 
chored in safety. linmediately afterwards, in consequence of 
his ‘understanding the language of the country, the hero of the 
Nile, of Copenhagen, and of Trafalgar sent him on shore to 
negociate for the supply of fresh provisions for the daily con- 
sumption of the British ficet. 

When that negociation was nearly conchided, whieh pro- 
duced a restoration of peace with the northern powers, Lord 
Nelson returned to England, and a short time afverwards, Cap- 
tuin Thesiger being sent home with Admiral Sir Charles Pole’s 
dispatches, was most flatteringly received by Earl St. Vincent 
and the admiralty board. He was, in a short time afterwards, 
promoted to the rank of post captain in the British navy, a 
rank to which he had always fondly aspired. And having now 
reached a rank similar to thet which he held in the Russian 
navy, he obtained his majesty’s gracious permission to assume 
the title, and wear the order of Si. George, which the empress 
of all the Russias had conierred upen him, for his meritorious 
eonduct while in her service. 

On the commencement of the present war, he was, through 
the interest of his particular friend, Sir Thomas ‘trowbridge, 
then one of the lords of the admiralty, appointed Gritish agent 
for prisoners of war at Portsmouth, which office he filled with 
all that urbanity and philanihropy which ever marked his eon- 
duct, and rendered the chains of captivity 2s little galling as 
the nature of the cireumstaneces would possibly adinit. ‘To 
some of Madame Bonapuarte’s very near relations, whe were 
captured on their way from Mawtinique io the court of their 
antile relative, he had the opportunity of shewing vreat civility 
and kindness ; and they appeared so eratclul for his attentions, 
as well as frieudiy sulicitude for their comfort, thatupon being 
permitted 
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yermitted to proceed to France, they waited upon him (though 
confined to his bed by illaess) to take their leave, and to know 
what it was possible for them to do, to evince their guatitude 
for his great attentions, in ameliorating the shackles of deten- 
tion. He merely requested they would deliver a Jetter to his 
friend, the Rev. Mr. Bentinck, a traveller, detained by Boua- 
arte in France, and intercede with him, that he might be per- 
mitted te return to his native country; but with true Freach 
forgetfulness of favours received, the letter was never delivered, 
and his poor friend died in confinement, contrary to the usages 
of all civilized nations. 

Sir Frederick Thesiger filled the office of ageut for prisoners 
of war at Portsmouth, ‘ull the time of jis death, which hap- 
pened on the 26th of August, 1805, on which occasion bis 
country lost a truly brave and inecritorious officer. tis driencs 
and family sustained an inrepareble less, and the poor in dis 
neighbourhood (to whom he was always a kind aad benevo- 
leat patvou) an indulgent contribater to their wants and com~ 
forts. 





Biographical Particulars of the Elector of Wurtzburg. 


ERDINAND, avchduke of Austria, was born at Florence, 

May the Gth, 1799. He is the second son of the Emperor 
Leopold IL. by Maria Louisa, inxfanta of Spain. [Educated at 
the ducal court at Florence, he removed in the year 1790, on 
the death of the Emperor Joseph IL. to Vienna. In his Qed 
year, he married Maria Louisa Amelia, a dauglter of the king 
of Naples. dInstructed in the difficult science of governing, 
by his royal father, the wise legislator of Tuscany, he assumed 
the reins of the gvand dachy,in 1790. The people committed 
to his care were happy. lorence, the magnificent metropo- 
lis, was the nurse of the fine arts; the commerce of Leghorn 
flourished ; his flag waved in all the ports of the Mediterra- 
nean, and the age ef the Medicis was restored, under the peace- 
ful sceptre of the princes of the house of Habsburg. Such 
was the enviable state of Tuscany, when all Europe was con- 
vulsed by the French revolution, Without immediately taking 
part in the war, Ferdinand was the first prince who concluded a 
weaty of peace and friendship with #rance. 

This tranquillity was not of long duration. On tke renewal 
of the war, the grand duke was driven out of his domi- 
nions, and lived, for some months, in total seclusion, at Gray, 
the capital of Styria. In 1801, Ferdinand, returned to Vienna; 
there, on the 18th of September, 1802, death destroyed that 
union, which, for wvelve years, had been the happiness of his 
life, ‘The fyus of lis mariage are-a son, Leopald Ferdinand 

8Ge Charles, 
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Charles, born in 1797, and two daughters, Maria Louisa Rose, 
and Theresa Joanna Benedicta. The peace of Luneville sum- 
moned the.grand duke to the possession of the electorate of 
Salzburg, and the principalities of Berchtesgaden, Passau, and 
Kichstadt. ‘These countries were, however, destined to enjoy, 
but for a short time, the happiness of his government. Proyi- 
dence decreed, that Wurtzburg should call him her own. With 
acclamations of joy both the city and the country received 
the intelligence, that Ferdinand was to be their ruler and elec- 
tor. ; 

We cannot, indeed, compensate him for the loss of his pa- 
ternal inheritance. Wiourtzburg is not to be compared to the 
superb Florence, or the opulent Leghorn ; and the wintry tem- 
pest howls through our country, when the roses blossom on 
the banks of the Arno. Our hills, however, produce gencrous 
wine, and the Franconian is surpassed by none in attachment to 
his prince. May providence long preserve to us our beloved so- 
vereign, and long may his house reign in peace over us and 
our posterity !—( Wurtzburg Gazette.) 





For the WEeEKLy ENTERTAINER. 





The RAVAGES of the SMALL-POX, 
Yo Dr. Creaser, Bath, 
Drar Str, 


HE small-pox is raging with unexampled mortality, by 
inoculation, in the neighbourhood of Stogursey, and 
amongst the few who haye been prevailed on to submit to this 
dreadful disease, I am informed eight or nine have fallen vic- 
tims, You will startle to hear of professional gentlemen dip- 
ping their lancets in this cruel poison, and communicating a 
disease almost uncontrollable to their fellow-creatures ; you will 
be still more astonished to find the minds of a few respectable 
inhabitants warped by prejudice against the cow-pox, as pre- 
ventative of the scourge of the human race ; but your wonder 
will cease when you learn, that a story isin circulation, and be- 
lieyed by a great number, af alady who has been corresponding 
with the immortal Jenner, whose opinion she delivers as repug- 
nant to the reputation of the cow-pox, and this as freely as 
may be, that Dr. Jenner has no great opinian of the disease 
himselt. Is this possible? are these the sentiments of that 
great manf If so * must be strangely altered since last sum- 
mer, when I had the pleasure of meeting you at his hospitable 
mansion. However, it has had a considerable influence on the 
yninds of the ignorant and wawary, and the example of. this 
lady, 











sa Rose, 
lle sum- 
rate of 
sau, and 
0 Enjoy, 

Provyi- 
- With 
‘eceived 
nd elec. 


his pa- 

to the 
ry tem- 
om on 
onerous 
nent to 
ved so- 
us and 


ity, by 
y, and 
to this 
N vic- 
n dip- 
ting a 
yu will 
ctable 
3 pre- 
onder 
id be- 
nding 
epug- 
‘ly as 
isease 

that 
sum- 
itable 
yn the 

this 
dy, 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 353 


lady, who has had her own children inoculated for the small- 
pox, is an additional motive to induce others to be weak 
enough to follow it. I have inoculated 2017 for the cow-pox, 
without a single instance of failure, or any alarming occur- 
rence ; and there can be no doubt where professional gentle- 
men will be attentive, and procure proper vaccine virus, of its 
proving the greatest blessing ever bestowed by Heaven on 
man; but I believe there are some inveterate enemies to this 
disease through ignorance, and others through obstinacy, who 
will suffer no evidence, however strong, to impress their minds 
with conviction, and who will be guided by no experience, 
however extensive. I shall trust you will bring our friend 
acquainted with this report of him, as I am not certain of his 
salves at this time, and will thank you for an answer as soon 
as you receive this. ' 

, { have the honour to be, dear Sir, 

Your’s sincerely, 
HENRY SULLY. 
Wiveliscombe Dispensary, April 7, 1806. 


To Henry Suuty, Esq. 


Surgeon to his Royal Highness the Duke of Cumberland, 
‘ Woreeliscombe, 
Dear Sir, 

IN consequence of your information, that a report had been 
actively circulated, in the vicinity of Stogursey, purporting 
that Dr. Jenner had abandoned his own opinions on vaccina~ 
tion, L addressed a letter to him on the subject. I am autho- 
rised by Dr. Jenner to declare, that this story is totally un- 
founded ; that he never, either in conversation or correspon- 
dence, gave the smallest indication of a change on the subject ; 
but that, on the contrary, every day produces new evidence of 
the security and advantages of vaccination, both here and in 
foreign countries. Had [ not received ample experience, for 
many years, of the industrious malignity of the’opponents ot 
vaccination, | should wonder at the existence of so barefaced 
a fabrication as that in question. A very small portion of the 
active efforts which are made by the enemies of mankind to 
perpetuate one of its greatest scourges, small-pox, would, if 
otherwise directed, he sufficient for its extinction. How igno- 
noble, and how criminal an endeavour is this, and how com- 
pletely the means are consistent in point of atrocity with the 
ends! L have the pleasure of communicating to you the thanks 
of the royal Somerset jennerian society, for your successful en- 
deavours in the prosecution of their purposes, and I am also 

commissioned 
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commissioned by our friend, Dr. Jenner, to present you his ac. 
knowledgements for the same. 
1 am, dear Sir, 
Your's, Ke. 
THOMAS CREASER, 
Bath, April 13, 1806. 








* a 


Account of the taking of Canterbury by the Danes in the Year 
1011, and the Death of Archbishop Elpheg. 


{ Translated from Suhm’s History of Denmark. ] 


N the Sth of September (A. D. 1011) an army of Danes, 

under the command of Thorkil,* came before Canter- 
bury, besieged it twenty days, set fire-to it by machines of war 
that discharged red het arrows, raised hills of earth, built tow- 
ers,employed battering rams, (the whole of which was mostly 
performed by Englishaaen,) and also distressed it through want 
of provisions, which made Archbishop Elpheg send overtures 
for peace. But at length they took it through the treachery 
of the Archdeacon Ehnar, whe hed shortly before been granted 
his hfe by Elpheg. Vhey forced open the gates, and entered 
the city with the sound of trumpets, for there were no defen- 
ders on the walls, all having hurried home to extinguishthe 
tire. Great numbers were killed on this occasion, and the 
stweets were covered with dead bodies. The greater part of the 
city was also bummed. Many weve precipitated drom the walls. 
Women were seen dragged by the hair through the streets, 
and at dast thrown into the flames ; imtants were torn from the 
ammns of their mothers, thrown up in the air, and caught an the 
points of the spears, or they were trampled and. crashed to 
cleath in the streets. Our ancestors were then, as they too 
etven were, most detestable barbarians. 

The Avchbixhop Elpheg, together with Alfword, the king's 
eal, Abbot Leotvin, Bishop Godvin of Rochester, and Leo- 
frana, abbess of the conveat of St. Mildred, were then taken 
priscaers, but Ehnar was sudiered to go unmolested. ‘Te arch- 

bishop 


* This Thorkil, surnamed she tall, was a man of great eminence 
among the Danes. Afier the return of Sweyn to Denmark, in the 
year 1017, he, with the permission of that king, went over to Eng- 
land with forty ships, for the purpose of revenging the death of a 
brother. Shortly after the death of Elpheg, he made friendship 
with Ethelred M. and assisted him against his compatriots. But in 
the sequel he sided with Canute, was very instrumental to his success, 
and was by him made car] of Ratt Anglia. At length he fell into dis- 
grace with Canute, was banished the kingdom, and murdered by the 
populace in Denmark, 
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bishop addressed the Danes with severity, therefore he was 
kicked and cuffed, and eompelled to stand at the entrance ef 
the church, and look at their proceedings. All clerieal persons, 
both men and women, besides a great number of the inhabix 
tants, were also taken prisoners, and the Danes remained 
pleasure in the city. At length, having stripped it entirely, 
they carried away the archbishop, tied and secured, on a bewe 
to their ships, which were lying at Greenwich, w here they Kept 
bim in prisom seven months, setting a guard of twelve watriors 
towatch him. ‘Thither they also brought tlre captive women, 
children, and men. Christ Church, the principal cRureh ef 
the city, was plundered and burnt, and every tenth persen only, 
by the casting of lots, was spared, so that out of ten nine were 
killed, without distinetion of sex or age. ‘The nenrber of the 
killed amounted very near to 8000 ; that of the saved was ouly 
4 monks, and 800 other persons. 

fn the month of April ensuing the archbishop lost his life 
in the following manner. ‘They pressed him very much that he 
should purchase his liberty, and demanded for his ransom 3000 
or 4000 pounds; but he constantly net only refused to pay rhe 
sum, but even gave orders that nothing should be given for his 
deliverance, alledging that the peasants of the church would 
be ruined by it. They particularly pressed him hard on a Sa- 
turday the 12th of April, requiring ransom, or threatening: to 
killhim ; but he persisted in answering, that his life was not of 
so much worth, that the people ought to be ruined for his sake. 
He even repeated: his former orders, that no ransom should be 
paid, and thus he rushed on his own destruction. 

After this they brought him before their assembly, which was 
held at Greenwich, on “the 19th of April, and erie :d out to him, 
“ Bishop! give gold, or thou shalt to-day become a public 
spectable.” ‘They were then flushed with wine, which they had 
procured from the south. Ele was brought op horseback, and 
they proposed the same conditions to hin, but in yain., Then, 
starting up froin their seats, they attempted to kill bim by stn- 
king him with the flat sides of theiraxes, and by tlinging bones 
and horns of oxen at him; from which I conclude that they 
Were sitting at table, as flinging bones was a custom I have men- 
tioned under Krolf Krake , (king of Denmark, who died A. D. 
552.) But at last one Thrum, probably ‘Trond, who had the 
day before been confirmed by the archbishop, ran up, moved 
by compassi on, and gave him a blow on the bead with his axe, 
which brought him dead to the gronnd. He was then neag, 
sixty years of age. Some of them were ashained of this hor- 
rid deed, and probably the more so, as many of them were al- 
ready Christians by name. A quarrel therefore arose among 
them, when soine were for deliveriag up his body for honoara- 


ble interment, others for thi ‘owing it lato the ‘Thames; they a 
6 even 














356 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


even met in arms: a miracle is said towards evening to haye 
gained over the heathen party; but it is more probable, as 
Bromton, and even Osbern, adds, that the citizens of London 
bought his body with a great sum of money. It was accor- 
dingly the next morning brought to London, and with great 
solemnity interred in the church of St. Paul, whence it was 
removed to Canterbury eleven years after. On the place 
in Greenwich where he was killed, a church was conse- 
crated to his honour, which, according to the account of 
Wolkmann, has been rebuilt in later times, and is still called by 
his name. 

Elpheg, while bishop of Winchester, had been one of the 
principal instruments in mediating a separate peace (A. D. 
995.) between Ethelred IL. and Olave, afterwards king of Nor- 
way, (he was surnamed ‘I'rygveson, and was a different person 
from St. Olave, who mounted the throne of Norway sixteen 
years after the death of the former ;) the consequence of which 
was, that Sweyn, deserted by Olave, who had hitherto been 
his ally in the war, was compelled for the present to give up his 
enterprise on England, and return home. As archbishop of 
Canterbury, he had exerted himself with great activity, both 
to make resistance to the Danes, and to make converts of 
them. To these causes, are partly attributed the cruelty with 
which he was treated. 











An ANECDOTE. 

HE abbot of Battle, in Sussex, was known by no other 

name, and left a most excellent memory behind him. He 
lived in the fourteenth century, in the time of Edward IIL. and 
Richard II]. At this period the French landed in Sussex with- 
out opposition, wasted and plundered the country, and carried 
away captive the prior of Lewes, which animated the abbot of 
Battle, though no sheriff, to raise the posse comitatus, with 
whom he marched to Winchelsea, and fortified it: there he was 
soon afterwards beset by the French forces, who plied him with 
their great guns, being the first that were ever plant d bya 
foreign enemy in this island; but the country obliged thei to 
retire speedily 
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The PORCUPIEIN E. 


“2 ESE animals are found in plenty in the woods of Cey- 
lon; and the Dutch settters frequently hunt them with 
dogs. ‘Lheir sharp quills, however, often fasten into the bodies 
of cogs that rush too eagerly upon them, so that it is by no 
micaius wacomuion for them to lose their lives in the pursuit. 


9 REFLECTION, 
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REFLECTION. 
APPY is the man who can look back on his past life, with 


the pleasing consciousness, that its general course has 
peen Virtuous, and its prevailing bias religious. 





— 


PENNANT’s CHARACTER of the HIGHLANDERS, 


TRICT fidelity is a distinguishing character of the High- 
landers. ‘Tivo instances, taken from distant pends, will be 
sufficient proofs of the high degree in which they possess this 
shining virtue. In the reign of Jaines V.when the Clan-Chat- 
tan had raised a dangerous insurrection, attended with all the 
barbarities usoal in ‘thése days, the earl of Murray raised his 
le, suppressed the insurgents, and ordered 200 of the prin- 
prisoners to execution. As they were led, one by one, to 
the gallows, the earl offered them a pardon in case they would 
discover the Jurking-place of their chieftain; but they unani- 
mously told him, that, were they acquainted with it, no sort of 
punishment should ever induce them to be guilty of breach of 
trust to their leader. 

The other example is taken from more recent ‘and mercenary 
days. In the year 1746, when the young pretender preferred 
the preservation of an Unhappy life, by an inglorioas flight, to 
the honour of falling heroicly with his faithful followers in the 
field of Culloden, he, for five months, led the life of a fagitive, 
amidst a‘numerous and various set of mountaineers. He trusted 
his person often to the lowest. and most dissolute of the people; 
to men pinched with poverty, or accustoined to mi a yet 
neither the fear of punishment, for assisting the wretched wan- 
derer, nor the dazzling allurement of ‘the reward of 30,000). 
could ever prevail on any one to violate the laws of hospitality, 
or be guilty of a breach of trust. ig extricated him out of 
every difficulty; they completed his deliverance, preserving his 
life for mortifications more afflicting than the dreadful hard- 
ships he sustained during his long flight. 


ee 


SPECIMEN of ORTHOGRAPHY. 
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Answer, by H. Glasson, of Praze, to the Young Lady's Charade, inserted Feb, 1» 
~ ee 


HE maritime town which you try’d to displa 
Is PLYMOUTH, in Devon, I'll venture ay. 


(Kr We have received the like answer from J. Dunstan, of C Adri 
anus; M. Duncan, jun. of Plymouth; J. Sending’ of Wellingwes, uit 
warn, of Grampound; and T. Bullock, of St. Columb. a 





Answer, by a Woodman, junior, of North Curry, to j. Channon’s Charade ie 
serted February 17. ’ 


ARMINE’s acolour of a beauteous hue, 
Which your charade doth answer very true, 


*,* We havereceived similar answers from H. Glasson, of Praze; Rusti. 
cus, near Hembury Fort; William Varcoe, of Mevagissey ; ]. Lewis of 
Poole ; G, Coulman, of Broadhempston; M. Duncan, junior, iJ Ply mouth; 
H. Stoneman, of Exeter; S.C. Moore, of Horswell House; J. Whittle of 
Upway; W. Bickham, junior, of Ashburton; J. Waldron, of Lyme Regis; 
W. Lawrence, of St. Agnes; Corporal Ninnis, of the St. Agnes volunteers: 
W. D. of Bristol; M. M. of Dartmouth; J. Dunstan, of Crowan; j.W. 


and Adrianus. 





Answer, by J. James, of Hinton St. George, to T. Rutger’s Charade, inserted 
February 24. 


gy parts combin’d will plainly shew, 
FONTHILL’s the place you had in view, 


*+* Similar answers have been received from T. Bullock, of St. Columb; 
J. Whittle, of Upway; W. Sparks, of Crewkerne; W. D. and W. Cros, 
of Bristol; G. Cou!man, of Broadhempston; Rusticus, near Hembury Fort; 


and Adrianus. 





An ANAGRAM, by W. Mann, of Ashburton. 


> XPLORE two wond’rous orbs of light, 
And then the same transpose ; 
One who was fam’d for wisdom bright, 
And justice, you'll disclose. 








A CHARADE, dy R. Trewavas, of Mousehole. 


‘NO seek my first, far on the swelling tide, 
F The creat South Sea, or the Pacific wide ; 
Inspect the bed of Damon’s fondest lover, 
*Tis there my second you will soon discover: 


Instately ship, or bark, or boat, or sloop, 
My whole is found, and that quite near the poop. 












A CHARADE, by R. Perring, of Kingsbridge. 
EFLECTION calls my first to mind, 


Tt never can revive ; 
My next is fleeting as the wind, 
And like the moment glides. 
O may my whole, my various whole, 
Full sansfaction give! 
What pleasure then it will unfold, 
I quit, and take my leave. 
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ELIZA’s BIRTHDAY. 


HESteEs, regent of the morn; 
Ev’ry grace and charm adorn! 
With a beam the most benign, 

On Eliza sweetly shine! 


Venus, from ~ radiant eyc, 
Let thy tender lightning fly ; 
Oh! ye graces, in her train, 
Still enjoy her happy reign! 


Oh ye muses, sacred nine! 

Round the maid your garlands twine‘ 
Bright Apollo, god of day! 

Oh inspire the votive lay 


ee 


May ev’ry joy. that earth can yield 
To the dear maid extend, 

Immortal pow’r! her virtue shield, 
And be her constant friend. 


Bid the unequal round of life 
In one smooth tenour flow: 
Above the reach of noisy strife, 

And heart-distracting woe, 


Then let her to her kindred skies 
On seraph-wing ascend; 
And revelin those boly joys, 
That never have an end. 
Sherborne. B. A. 


STANZAS WRITTEN IN A SHRUBBERY. 
Vigo who haunt this shady grove, 


ell me, have ye seen my love 
Ye tow’ring pines, ye verdant laurels say, 
Has my Cleora pass’d this way ? 
Tis silence aii, how irksome to the breast 
Is anxious expectation! Come, my muse, 
The balm of peace diffuse, 
And give thy votary’s troubled bosom rest, 





Strike in Cleora’s praise the string, 
Say she is fairer than the fairest flower 
That graces yonder ‘bower, 
And bid the warbling lark attend to hear her sing, 
Mark how affection brightens in her eye, 
Her ear with every grace refin’d; 
But chief the cultivated mind, 
Which gives to outward charms stability. 
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The murmurs tell the pleasing rate, 
While echo o’er the passing gale 
Throws all around 
T. <7 modulated sound ; 
And hark! how many rusti¢ lays 
Join the full chorus of her praise; 
3Tis heart-felt gratitude inspires the song, 
And wakes to harmony each artless tongue. 


But see! the lovely ‘girl appears, 
And as the rising, orb ot day 
Scatters each gathering mist away, 
She dissipates my anxious febrs. 
How swift the moments dart along, 
When I cin Cledra theet, 
And enjoy Her converse sweet, 
Farewell, my ‘ttt¥e, adieu Uetasive song. 





On the BLIND ASYLUM. 


a 
By W. Smith, Esq. Fellow of St. Peter's College, Cambridge. 


Sus NGER padse—for ‘thee the day 
mhiling pours ifs'cHet rfl ny, 

Spreads the dawh, atid rears the bower, 

Lights the stream, ahd ‘paints the flower. 

Stranger pause—with soften’d mind, 

Learn the sorrows'of ‘the blind ; 

Earth and seas, and Varying skics, 

Visit not thefr'cheerless'eyes. 


Not for them the bliss to trace, 
The chissel’s animating grace, 
Nor on the glowing ‘canvas find 
The poet’s soal, the sage’s mind. 


Not for them the heart is seen, 
Speaking thro’ th’ ‘expressive mien; 
Not for them are pictur’d there 
Friendship, pity, love sincere. 


Helpless as they slowly stray 
Childhood points their cheerless Way ; 
Or the wand exploring guides 
Faultering steps, where fear presides. 


Yet for them has genius kind 
Humble ois! here assign’d ; 
Here with uh¢expécted ray, 
Reach’d the soul that felt no day. 


Lonely blindness here can meet 

Kindred woes, and converse sweet; 
orpid once, can learn to smile 

Proudly o’er its useful toil. 


He who deign’d ‘for man to ‘die, 
Op’d on day the darken’d eye; 
Humbly copy—thou'canst feel ; 
Give thine alms—thou cacst not heal. 









On a FAT MAN. 


Ws Carteret walks the streets, the paviours cry, 
** God bless you, Sir!” and Jay thear hammers by. 

















